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Press Release 
Vorbach, 29 October 2024 

  

First Novem IP Award presented by management  

 
• Inventive spirit is honoured. 

• Attractive rewards for the winner. 

• Innovative solutions pave the way to the future. 

 

 

Vorbach, Germany – ‘And the winner is...’: The Novem Intellectual Property (IP) Award was 

presented for the first time in 2024 in recognition of outstanding inventive achievements by Novem 

Group employees. The idea of creating such an award came from Ilka Prischenk, IP Manager. 

Colleagues from Design, Prototyping and Research & Development departments supported her 

in its realisation. What was important for everyone involved was enthusiasm for the topic of 

invention. Markus Wittmann, Chief Executive Officer of the Novem Group, took the opportunity to 

hand over the trophy to the winners in person: ‘With your inventions, you provide valuable impetus 

for forward-thinking market development and safeguard our competitiveness.’ 

 

Creativity is rewarded. 

The idea behind the Novem IP Award is as simple as ingenious: The award is intended to 

reward inventiveness and creativity on the one hand and encourage the generation of innovative 

solutions for Novem on the other hand. During the selection process, the inventors have the 

opportunity to present their ideas to the company management. This way, the participants 

receive recognition, even beyond their daily work. 

 

Attractive rewards for the winner. 

The essential requirement for participation is the submission of an invention disclosure. The 

innovative character plays an important role. The high quality of the submissions did not make it 

easy for the jury to reach a judgement. At the end of the day, the coveted trophy for the topic 

‘Single-material metal trim element’ went to the team Verena Brendel, Eva Dötsch, Rainer Merkl, 

Ludwig Schieder and Manuel Zapf. The Novem IP Award will be presented again in 2025. 

 

Ilka Prischenk, IP Manager of the Novem Group: ‘I am very pleased that the topic of invention 

has become a high priority at Novem. Recognising and motivating employees for this ‘exotic’ topic 

is the key to future-oriented, innovative and successful collaboration.’ 
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Ilka Prischenk with the Novem IP Award 

2024. © Novem Group 
The winning team. Ludwig Schieder is not in the photo. © Novem Group 

 

About Novem 

Novem, based in Germany, is a globally leading supplier of decorative interior trim parts for the premium 

automotive industry. Across the range of key materials such as genuine wood, aluminium, carbon and 

premium synthetics, the Company offers unrivalled quality, technology and innovation to a growing 

customer base including all major premium carmakers worldwide. Founded in Vorbach, Germany, back in 

1947, the Company has continuously expanded its global footprint in Germany, Italy, Czech Republic, 

Slovenia, China, USA, Honduras and Mexico. Novem employs about 4,900 people at 12 locations and 

achieved a revenue of more than €635 million in FY 2023/24. 

 

For more information, please visit www.novem.com. 
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